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other; each matched the other's words with captious
jealousy. Vivian, weary of those verbal chicaneries of
the King, declared that he had never met with so men-
dacious a man in his life/ Vivian might have remem-
bered his own retractations, still more those of Becket
on former occasions. He withdrew from the negotiation;
and this conduct, with the refusal of a gift from Henry
(a rare act of virtue), won him the approbation of Becket.
But Becket himself was not yet without mistrust; he
had doubts whether Vivian's report to the Pope would
be in the same spirit. " If it be not, he deserves the
doom of the traitor Judas."

Henry at length agreed that on the question of com-
pensation he would abide by the sentence of the court
of the French King, the judgement of the Gallican
Church, and of the University of Parish This made so
favourable an impression that Becket could only evade
it by declaring that he had rather come to an amicable
agreement with the King than involve the affair in
litigation.

At length all difficulties seemed yielding away, when
Kigaof Becket demanded the customary kiss of peace,
J*806' as the pledge of reconciliation. Henry pe-
remptorily refused; he had sworn in his wrath never to
grant this favour to Becket. He was inexorable; and
without this guarantee Becket would not trust the faith
of the King. He was reminded, he said, by the case of
the Count of Flanders, that even the kiss of peace did
not secure a revolted subject, Eobert de Silian, who,
even after this sign of amity, had been seized and cast
into a dungeon. Henry's conduct, if not the effect of
sudden passion or ungovernable aversion, is inexplicable.
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